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FCSO Awarded $175K Grant to Equip Deputies with
Narcotics Detection Devices

BUNNELL, Fla. — The Flagler County Sheriff’s Office has been awarded a $175,000 grant from the
Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services to provide patrol deputies with
narcotics detection devices.

The funds were awarded through the COPS Office’s Community Policing Development Microgrant. The
funds will be used to equip the FCSO Community Policing Division with five Thermo Scientific TruNarc
Handheld Narcotics Analyzers, as well as training for deputies on how to use the technology.

“The Flagler County Sheriff’s Office is committed to protecting our residents by combatting poison
peddlers and getting dangerous narcotics off the streets,” said Sheriff Rick Staly. “By equipping our
deputies with the latest technology, we can fight crime and put drug dealers in jail while saving time,
money, and, most importantly, keeping our deputies safe.”

The TruNarc Handheld Narcotics Analyzer utilizes Raman spectroscopy, enabling law enforcement
officers to identify more than 530 controlled substances in a single test. In addition to drugs, the device
can identify common cutting agents and drug precursors. The device is also capable of scanning drug
test samples directly through sealed plastic or glass containers, which ensures deputies’ safety while
minimizing contamination to preserve evidence.

“Drug dealers beware: We have a new tool in our toolbelt to put you in the Green Roof Inn,” Sheriff
Staly added.
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Since 2017, under Sheriff Staly’s leadership, FCSO has received nearly $5 million in federal and state
grants.

TruNarc Handheld Narcotics Analyzer (Photo via Thermo Fisher Scientific website)
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