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“An honor to serve, a duty to protect.”

NEWS RELEASE

Date: Tuesday, September 5, 2017
Contact: Brittany Kershaw; (386) 586-2637; bkershaw@flaglersheriff.com

Schools Temporarily Locked Down After Armed
Residential Burglary

Deputies responded to a reported residential burglary on Bunker Knolls Lane in Palm Coast Tuesday
morning around 8:20 a.m. A resident reported an armed male forced entry into the home before exiting
through the back door. It is unknown if anything was stolen at this time.

Deputies created a perimeter with K-9s on the ground and Flagler County Fire Flight Emergency
Helicopter overhead to search for the armed suspect. Indian Trails Middle School was put on lockdown
around 8:30 a.m. and Belle Terre Elementary School was guarded by deputies while buses unloaded and
students were dropped off for school. Once students were all inside the building, Belle Terre Elementary
School was on lockdown by 9:00 a.m. Palm Coast United Methodist Christian School and Sunshine
Academy were also on lockdown.

After a thorough search, it was determined that the suspect was no longer in the area. The perimeter was
broken down and school lockdowns were lifted around 9:43 a.m. Deputies continue to patrol the area.

The suspect is described as a black male, short hair, approximately 6 foot tall, wearing a black hooded
sweatshirt and armed with a firearm.

“Qur first priority is keeping our residents and children safe. We initiated the lockdowns out of an
abundance of caution,” Sheriff Rick Staly said. “It is rare that a home invasion is random. In most cases,
it is drug related and our detectives are following every lead we have to make an arrest in this case.”

If you have information on this case, please call the Sheriff’s Office at 386-313-4911 or call
CrimeStoppers at 1-877-277-TIPS. You will remain anonymous and could be eligible for a reward up to
$1,000.00.
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