Rick Staly, Sheriff
FLAGLER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

“An honor to serve, a duty to protect.”

NEWS RELEASE

Date: September 8, 2021

Prepared by: Melissa Morreale
Phone and Email: 386-529-4086; mmorreale@flaglersheriff.com
Release #: 2021-196

FCSO Seizes Enough Fentanyl to Kill 481,000 People
and Closes Another Drug House

On Tuesday, September 7, 2021, the Flagler County Sheriff’s Office (FCSO) executed a Search Warrant
for 17 Blasdell Court in Palm Coast, resulting in the seizure of 916 grams of fentanyl. The owner of the
home, identified as Brian Pirraglia (DOB: 4/2/1982) and a tenant of the home, Michael Connelly (DOB:
8/21/1981), were arrested on various Drug Paraphernalia charges.

Connelly resides at the residence and was located in the front right bedroom of the home. During the
search, 41.2 grams of Sulfamethoxazole and Trimethoprim, a prescription-only narcotic, were
recovered, as well as used hypodermic syringes, multiple spoons with white powdery residue, a
silicone smoking pipe with burnt cannabis residue, and multiple glass containers with residue.

Pirraglia was located in the master bedroom of the home. During the search of the bedroom, deputies
recovered multiple used hypodermic syringes, multiple spoons with white powdery residue, a glass vial
and metal grinder located in a black backpack on the floor, and multiple plastic bags with residue.

During a search of the kitchen, deputies recovered a large plastic baggie containing 510 grams of
fentanyl and a plastic jar labeled “Protein” containing 406 grams of fentanyl. Upon questioning,
Pirraglia stated the white powdery substance in the plastic jar was “Protein” and that the plastic baggie
was a gift from his neighbor and he was unaware of the contents. Pirraglia advised he does not allow
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drugs to be sold in his home.

Connelly’s criminal history with the FCSO dates back to 2007. He’s previously been charged with
Violation of Probation, Fail to Return Leased/Hired Property, Fraud, Failure to Appear, Grand Theft of a
Motor Vehicle, Possession of Cocaine, Possession of Hydromorphone, and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way
Communications Device.

Pirraglia’s criminal history with the FCSO dates back to 2014. He’s been previously charged with
Shoplifting, Violation of Probation, Failure to Appear, Driving While License Suspended with
Knowledge, Possession of Fentanyl, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/Equipment, and Resisting Officer
Without Violence.

“These two are frequent guests at the Green Roof Inn and have yet to learn their lesson,” Sheriff Staly
said. “Between these two poison peddlers, they had enough fentanyl to kill 481,000 people, which is
more than the population of Flagler and St. Johns County combined! This is another great job by our
Special Investigations Unit. I’'m proud of their persistence to get 916 grams of poison off our streets
and of our SWAT team that safely served the search warrant.”

Both Connelly and Pirraglia were arrested and transported to the Sheriff Perry Hall Inmate Detention
Facility.

Connelly is being charged with Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/Equipment and Possession of a
Legend Drug Without Prescription. He is being held on a $3,000 bond.

Pirraglia is being charged with Possession of Drug Paraphernalia/Equipment. He is being held on a $500
bond. Additional charges for Trafficking Fentanyl are pending Florida Department of Law Enforcement

(FDLE) lab results.
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